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DESIGNER LIVING 

Jade and Andrew’s tiny flat feels 
spacious thanks to a monochromatic 
colour scheme and a ban on clutter. 
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Maximising  
a small space
A tiny city apartment is transformed 
with a new layout and smart storage

The Japanese perfected the 
fine art of turning a compact 
space into a comfortable  

home where everything has a place, 
whether it is concealed, recessed or 
cleverly multifunctional.

It’s a sensible way to work when 
dealing with the renovation of an 
inner city home, where space is the 
most valuable commodity.

REdEsigning foR RooM
This 66 square metre loft apartment 
was built 10 years ago and featured 
cubicle-sized divisions with laminate 
flooring that made it feel closed  
in and very dark.

New owners Andrew and Jade 
loved the central location but were 
keen to redesign the apartment and 
turn it into a stylish home for two.

Their makeover approach relied  
on clean lines and minimalist decor 
with a unifying neutral palette of 
charcoal, black and white.

Painting the walls a cool white  
and replacing the flooring with  
a sleek charcoal polished concrete 
product opened up the interior. 

The frosted panes in the bathroom 
were also replaced with clear glass to 
maximise light and city views.

Large expanses of unadorned 
windows add a sense of limitlessness 
to the interiors and an open timber 
staircase creates an airy feel.

RETHinKing THE KiTCHEn
The kitchen was reoriented from its 
former U shape into an L and now 
incorporates a mobile island with 
storage that keeps the floorplan flexible 
as it simply rolls out when more than 
one cook hits the hotplates. 

‘We tend to entertain formally  
but we’ve also had parties where the 
lounge became a dancefloor,’ says Jade.

With stainless steel appliances, 
black cabinetry, and Perspex and white 
accessories the kitchen flows seamlessly 
into the dining and living areas.   

RENOVATING SOLUTIONS

AndREW  
And JAdE
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A white table and barely there chairs 
create a minimalist dining area.

Use a mirror instead of  
a bedhead in a small room.

sTREAMlinEd sToRAgE
Space is maximised discreetly, including 
a wall-hung toilet to increase the floor 
area and a cupboard in the bathroom 
that conceals the washing machine.

The couple’s wardrobe allocation 
was also planned carefully. 

Says Jade, ‘I think it’s important  
to separate your wardrobes when 
sharing a small place to avoid living 
on top of each other all the time.’

The capacity of the closets in  
the bedroom were increased with  
rows of hooks inside the doors for  
Jade to hang her jewellery and bags. 

Built-in closets and a tallboy on 
the mezzanine level house Andrew’s 
clothes but leave enough room for it 
to be used as a sleeping area for guests.

KEEping iT bRigHT
Andrew and Jade opened up the 
apartment to natural light and  
views to connect to the outdoors. 

Mirrors are also positioned to 
create a further sense of space by 
reflecting light, with a bank of  
them dominating the bathroom. 

In the bedroom a wall-mounted 
mirror reflects the black wardrobe 
opposite, doubling as an artwork  
and the uncurtained windows  
look over the city rooftops.   
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Smart eco f looring
Polished concrete can create  
a uniform finish that streamlines 
small-space design and unifies  
the kitchen, living and dining areas  
in an open plan layout. colouring it 
black gives a modern feel.

it provides a tough, durable  
surface that is low maintenance  
and ideal for allergy sufferers.

in addition to being naturally 
hypoallergenic, polished concrete  
is a good eco choice because it is 
sustainable and the high thermal  
mass helps maintain a constant 
temperature all year round. 

cleaning polished concrete  
doesn’t require harsh chemicals  
and is as easy as sweeping the  
floor and mopping with warm  
water and a mild soap.
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its classic shape earned this rescued 
couch a place in the streamlined and 
monochromatic decorating scheme.

sMAll-spACE RUlEs
Living in a limited area has taught  
the couple good discipline. 

‘Every six months we review what 
we’ve amassed and discard anything 
that hasn’t found a purpose in that 
time,’ says Andrew.

‘If something is just there,  
waiting to be used one day, it goes.’

Their tip for cohabiting happily  
in a compact space is to always keep  
it tidy and clutter-free. 

‘It makes it seem bigger than it is 
and has a calming effect,’ says Jade.

‘We can’t afford to be magpies. 
We’re forced to declutter as there’s 
simply no room to store anything.’

sTiCKing To A sTYlE
‘We like unfussy and classic pieces 
that will hopefully stand the test of 
time,’ says Jade, who describes their 
style as urban and contemporary.

Furniture and artworks are  
sparse but carefully selected to tone 
with the unifying charcoal, black  
and white colour scheme.

Pieces are selected for their clean 
lines such as the couch, a found object 
that was rescued and reupholstered  
to fit the couple’s design ethos. 

DESIGNER LIVING
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Reflecting light
large mirrors can help  
open up a small room by 
reflecting light and creating 
an illusion of space.

interior architect natalie 
mcdonald of Sydney company look 
interior design recommends mounting mirrors so the 
centre is at eye level or about 1500mm from the floor.

‘You also need to focus on what you’re reflecting,’ 
says natalie. ‘a nice thing to do is to use a mirror to 
capture an outdoor view or garden.

‘When positioned correctly, mirrors can reflect  
a lot of light into a room.’

Windows can also help make a room feel larger  
but be sure to keep any coverings simple. natalie 
suggests installing a recessed box in the ceiling to  
hide blinds when required.

‘it’s as easy as having a 100 x 100mm cavity  
created during a reno or a new build,’ she says.

go to Home Renovations for diY small space makeovers,  
from storage solutions to knocking out walls.
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